 

	FRIENDS OF HWANGE TRUST

	 


		 


	Saving Zimbabwe's largest National Park
In partnership with Wildlife & Environment Zimbabwe and The National Parks & Wildlife Management Authority



	

	 
	 

	Newsletter June 2010
	 

	Dear Friends of Hwange
	 

	We are again approaching the dry season in Hwange National Park. Luckily there were late rains this year in parts of the park – an event which is always greeted by the FOH team with much glee as it means the pumping of our pans may be delayed.  However, we have been pumping water continuously at Kennedy Two Pan for some time now,  and at Kennedy One as and when needed. We are going to have to start pumping several other of our pans shortly, so our focus is now on ensuring we have enough diesel to see us through to the rains in November. 

We have had several fund raising events take place recently.  At the end of May, our two teams of 6 walkers embarked upon their walk across HNP, starting from the Botswana border. Two routes were chosen for this; the first team  - team Tamafupa - headed by Dean McGregor took off from Tamafupa and walked to Mitswiri, past the Jupanda Vlei area to Verney's, Manga 1, Kennedy 1 and finally to The Hide Safari Camp. 

	The second team – team Chipembere - guided by Gordon Banks started from Ngwasha and walked through Nyati, Josivanini camp, Masumamalisa, Ngweshla, Broken Rifle and then to The Hide. A back up unit for each team ensured adequate supplies of food and drinking water along the way.  The walkers excitedly started out at dawn on Sunday May 23 and the teams finished at The Hide within an hour of each other on Thursday May 27 at about 1600 hours. A distance of about 145km was covered by each team, so their Herculean  efforts must be commended. Numerous elephant as well as buffalo, gemsbok, steenbuck,hippo and zebra were seen along the way, and lion and hyaena were heard at night. 
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	Teams this year were sponsored by Redan Petroleum, Bindura Haulage, CABS, Inter Grain, Dairy Hill, Imara Asset Management, Fazel Abdulla and Baker's Inn/Innscor to whom we extend our most grateful thanks. Similar walks will be organized on an annual basis in the future for those who may wish to participate, and strong interest has already been shown by a team of ladies who want to walk next year. We will send out a more comprehensive account of the walks across Hwange shortly. 

Another fund raiser takes place in HNP in August, and is aimed at the more sedate members of the community. Comfortable camps with hot showers and full catering will be set up first at Masuma Dam, and later at Kennedy Picnic site, and guides will accompany participants on short walks off-the-beaten-track at places of interest in HNP. To qualify to take part, an amount of USD 2000 per person needs to be raised. There are still a few places left and interested persons may contact Dave Dell at foh@strachans.co.zw for further details. 

	On Sunday May 30, a fun walk of a different nature was organized by Shelley Crabbe and Peeps Reid at Greenpark in Harare. Close to 300 adults and children gathered early in the morning to complete either a 5km or 10km route. Aided by beautiful weather, a fun time was had by all, and the breakfast rolls and muffins on sale afterwards were well earned. T-shirts on sale sponsored by Fuchs, printed courtesy of Texcolour helped to make this fund raiser a spectacular success . Our thanks to everyone who participated, and in particular we commend Thomas Preston - aged 4 - who managed to complete 5km without help despite suffering a nasty grazed knee along the way! We are grateful to the Peech's for allowing the walk to pass through their land, and to the many helpers who contributed their time and efforts to the morning. A fund raising golf day is planned at Sherwood Golf Club on July 17 and details are available from foh@strachans.co.zw.
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	We are thrilled to announce that due to funds raised at our dinner/dance in March, and with generous help from WEZ Matabeleland Branch and Hwange Conservation Society in Australia, we have been able to purchase a near new Nissan Patrol for Gary to use in the park. The procurement of a reliable vehicle is long overdue, and will be a major help in the vital conservation work we do in HNP. We are also in advanced discussions with a supplier to procure and install a solar system at Kennedy 2 pan. 

	Our thanks to everyone who has contributed generously to our cause in recent months, we are humbled and gratified by the wonderful response we have had from everyone. Please encourage your friends to help support the work done by The Friends of Hwange Trust by forwarding this email to them and encouraging them to subscribe to the newsletter. And remember, every donation helps. Just US$10 is enough money to supply water for 400 elephants for a day.

To all our Friends, have a fantastic day and here’s hoping you visit Hwange soon. 

The Trustees
Friends of Hwange Trust
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